Pray Like the Disciples

Acts 4:23-3]1



Bacl(ground

* Acts 3:6 Then Peter said, “Silver or go|d | do not have, but what | do have | give you. In the name of Jesus Christ
of Nazareth, walk.”

* Acts 4:8-13 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: “Rulers and elders of the people! ? If we are being
called to account today for an act of kindness shown to a man who was lame and are being asked how he was
healed, '° then know this, you and all the people of Israel: It is by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you

crucified but whom God raised from the dead, that this man stands before you healed. " Jesus is

““the stone you builders rejected,
which has become the cornerstone.

12 Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to mankind by which we
must be saved.”

13When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were unschooled, ordinary men, they were
astonished and they took note that these men had been with Jesus.



Acts 4:23-31

On their release, Peter and John went back to their own people and reported all that the chief priests and the
elders had said to them. When they heard this, they raised their voices together in prayer to God. “Sovereign
Lord,” they said, “you made the heavens and the earth and the sea, and everything in them. You spoke by the
Holy Spirit through the mouth of your servant, our father David:

(124

Why do the nations rage
and the peoples plot in vain?
The kings of the earth rise up
and the rulers band together
against the Lord
and against his anointed one.

Indeed Herod and Pontius Pilate met together with the Gentiles and the people of Israel in this city to conspire
against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed. They did what your power and will had decided beforehand
should happen. Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable your servants to speal( your word with great
boldness. Stretch out your hand to heal and perf'orm signs and wonders through the name of your ho|y servant
Jesus.”

After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all filled with the Holy
Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly.



Boldness

* V.29 Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable your servants to speak your word
with great boldness.

* Matthew 16:24-25 Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Whoever wants to be my disciple
must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 2> For whoever wants to
save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me will find it.

* They have realized that trying to stop the world from shaking is not the answer—
instead they pray for boldness beyond circumstances



Shaken but Unshakeable

* Exodus 19:18 “Mount Sinai was covered with smoke, because the LORD descended on
it in fire. The smoke billowed up from it like smoke from a furnace, and the whole

mountain trembled violently.”

* Isaiah 6:4 “At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the

temple was filled with smoke.”

. Judges 5:4-5 “When you, LORD, went out from Seir, when you marched from the land
of Edom, the earth shook, the heavens poured, the clouds poured down water. The
mountains quaked before the LORD, the One of Sinai, before the LORD, the God of

Israel.

* Acts 4:31 “After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they
were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly.”



Application

What does this prayer teach us?

1. Trust in the Sovereignty of God

2. Pray for boldness

3. Stand firm on the unshakeable God
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